Pre-curriculum: Adapted, with permission, from www.envirochallenger.com.

What is Wastewater?

The Living Machine is Camp Seymour's special wastewater treatment system.  How much do you know already about wastewater?

1. What is wastewater?

2. What did you do today that created wastewater?

3. When water goes down the drain in your town, what happens to it?

4. What are some ways that you could reduce the amount of wastewater that you create every day?

Post Curriculum: Adapted, with permission, from www.envirochallenger.com.

Water Use Survey

While it is not plausible to build a Living Machine at your house, there are other ways that you can help be sustainable with Earth's fresh water supply.  Using the tables below, find out how much water your family uses every day.  Then, with your family, talk about ways that you can reduce the amount of wastewater you produce.

Average Water Volumes Required for Everyday Activities

	USE
	VOLUME OF WATER (gallons)

	Taking a Bath
	35

	Taking a Shower
	5 per minute

	Washing your Hands
	2

	Brushing your Teeth
	2

	Using a Washing Machine:
	

	small load setting
	20

	large load setting
	50

	Washing Dishes:
	

	by hand
	10

	by machine
	12

	Flushing a Toilet
	4

	Drinking a Glass of Water
	1/16


	DATA TABLE
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3

	Number of People in Family
	
	
	

	Total Number of Baths
	
	
	

	Total Number of Showers
	
	
	

	Average Length of Showers
	
	
	

	Number of Loads of Laundry, Small Load
	
	
	

	Number of Loads of Laundry, Large Load
	
	
	

	Number of Dish Loads Washed by Hand
	
	
	

	Number of Dish Loads Washed by Machine
	
	
	

	Number of Times Brushing Teeth
	
	
	

	Number of Toilet Flushes
	
	
	

	Number of Glasses of Water
	
	
	


Day 1= ____________ gallons

Day 2= ____________ gallons

Day 3= ____________ gallons

Total water used over three days = ____________ gallons.

My family can reduce the amount of water we use by:

1. ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

